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don Antonio Osorio's fleet, its master Ger6nimo de Ojeda. That this
ship should have been forced in seems to have been an act of Divine
Providence since otherwise there would have been no way to prevent
the utter destruction of this city, such an inclination to raze it did
this corsair exhibit, declaring that he had his queen's express man-
date to level it. With this money, and more which was raised among
merchants, this damage was prevented.
The enemy's fleet remained here 2(?)s days and at the end of this
time left for Havana, to judge by the course taken.
It has been ordered that the owners of the houses left standing,
to whom was loaned what was taken from the royal strongbox, shall
return this money by next Christmas Day, and these houses have
been given as security under mortgage in guarantee of Your
Majesty's royal revenues. This, in order that the money loaned may
go forward by the next fleet. This arrangement has assisted this city
through the worst calamity and loss which has befallen it since it was
settled.
Cartagena is left so stripped and so unable to defend itself that it
has not a single piece of artillery. The enemy took it all. In addition
a thousand things are lacking, for which reason, and because of the
loss of the galleys which Your Majesty had stationed here for the
protection of this coast, we are in exceedingly great danger, since
any corsair may again take the town unless Your Majesty, as our
king and master, relieve us as promptly as the emergency demands,
by providing artillery, munitions and garrison to preserve this city.
While the war lasts, which Your Majesty is waging with them, these
English will not cease to molest us and to come to do us damage.
Inasmuch as this city is of such importance to Your Majesty, we
entreat Your Majesty (p. 3), as quickly as has been suggested, to send
the relief which it so grievously requires in order that it may return
to what it was and defend itself against its enemies. We entreat Your
Majesty to aid us with requisite generosity and to assist this people
in such hardship and tribulation.
One of the greatest necessary measures of relief, most acceptable
and important, will be for Your Majesty to allow us six years' time
in the repayment of this money which has been taken from the royal
treasury. With such assistance this city can be'rebuilt and its in-
habitants will gain more strength wherewith to serve Your Majesty
and defend it. And let Your Majesty order two other galleys to be
sent with two frigates to defend this coast, and 300 men to constitute
a garrison to preserve and protect this land. Let Your Majesty
deign to give entire jurisdiction to the governor here, or to be sent